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BOLU: The heartofnature

Located in the western Black Sea Region, Bolu with its lofty 
mountains, thick forests, beautiful lakes, health-giving thermal 
springs and ski centres is one of the popular cities ofTurkey.

Set amid the two large metropolises, Ankara and İstanbul, this 
lovely city is 170 km from Ankara and 250 km from İstanbul. The 
roads connecting these metropolises run through this city.

The citywas foundcdby the Bithynians 2000years before this day 
and named after their commander, “Claudio”. İn the course of 
time it was called as “Poli”. The Turks who dominated the region 
in the 14,h century named the city as Bolu. İn Bolu, the dominant 
vegetation is the forests. 64% of the land is covered with forests. 
A moderate and rainy elimate of the Black Sea Region 
predominates in the city. Occupying an area of 8458 square km, 
the city has a totalpopulation o f285,000.
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N A T U R A L  B E A U T IE S

Y E D İG Ö L L E R  N A T IO N A L  P A R K
The Yedigöller National Park, 42 km north of Bolu, consists 
of seven lakes in various sizes. 550 hectares ofthe area vvas 
taken under protection as a National Park in 1965. Ünden, 
elm, poplar, beech, fir, oak, alder, Scotch pine, larch and 
maple trees are the common species that are encountered 
in the park which also provides habitation ofnumerous wild 
animals such as bear, wild boar, wolf, fox, deer, weasel, 
rabbit and wild duck. The park is an ideal location for 
picnicking, trekking, camping and sportive hunting. There 
are bungalovv houses with a bed capacity of 40. 
Transportation to the park is only possible by private car 
through Bolu and Mengen.

ACCOMMODATION:
Bungalovvs (Rezervation) Phone:0374.2153613
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A B A N T L A K E
7/ı/s lake, spreading över 125 hectares area with an elevation of 
1325 m, is located 34 km southvvest ofthe City centre. Surrounded 
by pine, fir and beech trees, the lake area under the control ofthe 
Ministry of Forestry is a popular site for summer and winter 
retreats. White and yellow water lilies that blanket the surface of 
the lake give a cosy atmosphere to the area which also provides 
habitation for deer.Picnicking, camping, sportive fishing, nature 
waiking, horse riding and phaeton trips are some ofthe activities 
to enjoy the lake area. On the lakeside there are 2 luxury hotels, 
bungalovvs, camping area, restaurants, shopping and promotion 
çenter.

TOURISTIC ESTABLISHMENTS^J1 
Hotel Name
AbantPalaceOtel *****
Abant Köşk Otel *****
BuyukAbantUtel *****
Abant Bungalov Houses
Abant Göl Restaurant 
Abant Çamlık Restaurant

Phone
0374.2245012
0374.224 51 66 
UJ/4.224SU JJ 
0374.2245178
0374.224 5045 
0374.22451 79
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G Ö L C Ü K  L A K E
The Gölcük Lake located 13 km south to the City centre is an 
artificial lake occupying an area o f45,000 square m. Surrounded 
by pine and fir trees, the lake offers a superb view in vvinters. On 
the lakeside there is a lovely facility of the Ministry of Forestry, a 
restaurant and cafes öpen year-round. The area draws many 
visitors in each season.

Bolu
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G Ö L K Ö Y  D A M  L A K E
Located in close proximlty to the city centre (10 km west), the 
Gölköy Dam Lake, surrounded by forests, is one of the popular 
sites for retreats from the clamour of the City for fishing and 
picnicking. The deepestpointofthe lake is 20 m.
Among the lakes suitable for picnicking, camping.sportive 
fishing, trekking and relaxation are also Mengen Şirinyazı Lake, 
Mudurnu Kara murat Lake and Göynük Çubuk Lake.
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S Ü N N E T  L A K E
The Sünnet Lake with a depth of22mspreads över an area of 18 
hectares, 27 km east of Göynük district. On the lakeside there is 
a lovely accommodation facility and a hotel with a bed capacity 
of 115. Picnicking, nature vralking and sportive fishing are 
some of the activities that the lake area offers. Trout breeding in 
the lake is very delicious.

-ACCOMMODATİON 
Name Phone
Doğal Yaşam Otel 0374.4641200 -  01 -  02
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A K K A Y A T R A V E R T IN E S
Akkaya travertines are also spectacular to visit on the Mudurnu 
road, 10 km southvvest of Bolu. The travertine formations, which 
are named as the "Pamukkale of Bolu Province ".
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P L A T E A U S
B O L U  A N D  A L A D A Ğ  P L A T E A U S
At the skirts ofthe Köroğlu Mountains, some 20-30 km south of 
Bolu is the Aladağ Plateaus encircled by pine forests. Aladağ 
Scout Camp is here on the site. There are picnicking and 
camping areas and a beautiful s mail lake to enjoy sportive 
fishing. Değirmenözü, Gölcük, Saraycık, Üstyaka and Sarıalan 
are the plateau groups in Bolu. Moreover, there are numerous 
plateaus in ali districts of Bolu province.

ACCOMMODATION 
Hotels Name 
Mountrain Camping 
Scouts Camping

CLu ia II
Phone

0212.322 3175 
0374.2381125

Villa Neva 
Kartal Tepe Otel 
Köroğlu Mension 
Baysal Otel 
Özcan Pansiyon 
Sarıalan Mension 
Saraycık Gölevi Otel

0374.226 48 96 
0374.2439494
0374.218 90 07
0374.218 9016
0374.218 90 81
0374.218 9043 
0374.2189012

Place
Aladağ
Aladağ

Kartalkaya Road 
Kartalkaya Road 

Sarıalan 
Sarıalan 
Sarıalan 
Sarıalan 
Sarıalan
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K A R T A L K A Y A S K İ C E N T R E
Located on the peak of the Köroğlu Mountains (2378 m) 38 km 
south of Bolu, the Kartalkaya Ski Centreis the most popüler spot 
for v/inter sports fans. The most suitable skiing conditions are 
betv/een December and April. The centre offering comfort hotels 
wlth atotal capacity of 1600 beds is equipped with 13 ski runs (30 
km length in total) and 9 ski-tows.

ACCOMMODATION U m JI

Name
Kartal Hotel 
Grand Kartal Hotel 
Dorukkaya Hotel 
Golden Key Hotel 
Kaya Palazzo Hotel

Phone
0374.23450 05
0374.23450 50
0374.234 50 26
0374.234 50 59
0374.234 51 00
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G E R E D E  M O U N T  A R K U T  S K İ C E N T R E
Ski centre is 5 km north of Gerede. İt is very easiiy accessible. 
The 900 m. course is ideal for beginner and amateur skiers. 
Moreover, it has been hosting International skiing in winter and 
mount cycling in summer contests with its 5 km long running 
with ski and endurance course.

ACCOMMODATION U m JI

Name
Esentepe Hotel *** 
Konuk Hotel 
Green Park Hotel

Phone
0374.31140 80 
0374.311 31 67 
0374.32510 62
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H E A L T H  T O U R IS M
İn the province of Bolu are many natural hot water sources 
and thermal springs because oflts geological situation.

B O L U  T H E R M A L  S P R İN G S
Thermal springs in Bolu are in Karacasu location, 5 km south 
of the City centre. Surrounded by forests, this location was 
declared as a thermal tourism centre by the Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism. The natural thermal waters are said to 
be beneficiat for dermatological, rheumatic and heart 
diseases. The history of the Bolu Thermal Springs with a 
temperature of 45 ’C stretches far back to the Byzantines. 
Next to the historic bath is the Thermal Hotel with 4 stars 
which offers special bath cures that are consisted of two 
parts alternately for men and women. Access to the area is 
very easy by the dolmuş (midi-bus-a practical means of 
transport) that runs from the Bolu centre in every 15minutes.

There are also many other thermal springs in Bolu: Mudurnu 
Babas Thermal Spring (40 °C), Mudurnu Sarot Thermal Spring 
(66 ’C), Seben Kesenözü - Pavlu Thermal Spring (78 ’C).

ACCOMMODATION ı l i i i j l

Hotels Name Phone
Gazelle Resort&Spa***** 0374.2629800
Bolu Termal Hotel **** 0374.262 8472
Bolu Küçük Thermal 0374.262 8478
Sarot Termal Park Otel 0374.42450 05

Yıldız Otel 0374.262 9640
Mekan Pansiyon 0374.262 83 04
Sefa Pansiyon 0374.262 8411
Panorama Otel 0374.262 89 88
Mudurnu Babas Thermal 0374.421 36 88
Mudurnu Sarot Thermal 0374.424 50 50
Seben Pavlu Thermal 0374.41460 63
Seben Yumnioğlu Thermal 0374.414 60 82
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S E B E N  P L A T E A U S
Average altitude ofthe Seben Plateaus is 1400 m. Taşlıyayla and 
Kızık is the most popular of these plateaus with its spccial old 
houses built by interlocking pine wood without nails.
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R O C K H O U S E S
Research shows that the Seben and Kıbrısçık districts of Bolu 
was largely inhabited in the early Christianity period. İt is 
possible to see multi storied houses with windows, storages 
and water cisterns carved out ofrock at the steep slopes ofthe 
deep valleys in Çeitikdere, Uludere, Hocaş, Kaşbıyıklar and 
Yuva viitages.

İn the Solaklar, Alpagut and Muşlar villages of the district are 
also rock carved houses vvhile in the Çeitikdere Valley are the 
ruins of a Byzantine church.
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B Ü Y Ü K  M O S Q U E  (Y IL D IR IM  B A Y E Z IT  M O S O U E )
The mosque, built by Yıldırım Bayezit in 1382, was damaged by 
fire in 1899 and the current one was raised in its place. Located 
in the Bolu city centre, single domed Büyük Mosque has two 
minarets and Turkish motif decorations.
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Among the historic mosques in Bolu are Kadı, İmaret, 
Saraçhane, Ilıca and Karaköy Mosques in the city centre, 
Süleyman Paşa Mosque in Göynük, Yıldırım and Kanuni 
Mosques in Mudurnu, Aşağı Tekke and Yukarı Tekke Mosques in 
Gerede and Yıldırım Mosque in Yeniçağa.
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T O M B S

T O M B  O F  A K Ş E M S E T T İN
The hexagonal pianned tomb of Akşemsettin, the tutor of the 
Ottoman Sultan Mehmet the Conqueror is standing within the 
courtyard of Gazi Süleyman Paşa Mosque in Göynük. Restored 
in 1987, the tomb with its beautiful wooden carvings is worth 
seeing. A commemoration day for Akşemsettin is held in May 
everyyear.

T O M B  O F  T O K A D -İ H A Y R E T T İN
The tomb of Tokad-i Hayrettin who died in 1535 according to the 
religious sources is located 13 km west of Bolu.

The other tombs are Ömer Sekkin Tomb in Göynük, Aşağı Tekke 
Tomb in Gerede, Babahızır Tomb in Mengen and Ummi Kemal 
and Kasım Dede in Bolu.
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C IV IL  A R C H IT E C T U R E  
GÖYNÜK HOUSES
Göynük district is dotted with traditional Ottoman houses dated 
to the beginning of the 20" century. Topped by hipped roofs with 
fixed tiles, these houses have single or two stories över the 
ground floor. The living rooms in some of them have ceiling 
decorations. İn front of the houses ere courtyards called hayat. 
Nowadayc, thnr.n houcoe ıındor protootion ero undergoing 
restorations and converted to pensions.
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M U D U R N U H O U S E S
Mudurnu houses that are also under proteetion have similar 
characteristics with the Göynük houses on the historical Silk 
Road.Among them, Armutçular, Keyvanlar, Hacı Abdullahlar, 
Hacı Şakirler, Kazanlar, Hüsnü Çavuşlar, Fuat Beyler and 
Yarışkaşı Mansions vvhich are worth seeing houses in Mudurnu.
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C U L T U R A L  &  H İS T O R İC A L  V A L U E S  
B O L U  M U S E U M
Bolu Museum in the city centre exhibits archaeological and 
ethnographical artefacts found in the region. Earthenware jars, a 
sundial, the head of a statue thought to belong to the Roman 
Emperor Antonius, various statues and coins displayed in the 
museum were brought to light during the excavations at Hisar 
Hill and Seben. Tomb stones, figurines, glass vessels, coins 
from Ottoman and Byzantine periods and ethnographical items 
such as clothes, napkins, carpets and traditional headgears can 
also be seen in the museum. There are 17000 work of arts in the 
museum totally.
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K Ö R O Ğ L U
Bolu was oncehome forKöroğlu, one ofthe famous folkpoets of 
minstrel literatüre in which lyrics and music complement each 
other. Lived in the 16" century, Köroğlu showed opposition to 
many imperial edicts concerning him and became a courageous 
Symbol of rebellion against social probiems. He expressed 
mostly heroism and bravery in his poems. İn honour of him, an 
impressive statute v/as erected in the city centre.
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C O O K E R Y
Besides its historic and natural attractions, Bolu region has also a 
rich cuisine and Mengen is known for its good chefs around 
Turkey and The VVorld. Cookery is a traditional occupation in 
Mengen where is also a Cookery Vocational High School and 
College. Chefs trained in Mengen can be encountered in most of 
the tourist facilities around Turkey. "Chefs Festival”, featuring 
the culinary art along with the Turkish specialities, is held every 
yearin Mengen.
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VVHICH OBJECTS FAMOUS İN BOLU:
Bolu : Hazelnut sugar, special chocolate, potatoes, pine 

honey, high plateau butter, village bread, cream. 
Mudurnu : Palace halva, foam halva, gift babies and 

handicrafts.
Göynük : Sugar beans Uğut sweet, and wooden handicrafts. 
Seben : Apples, grapes and tomato.
Gerede : Şakşak halva, leather and cooper handicrafts,
Kıbrısçık : Rice and pileless carpets.
Yeniçağa : Special fiov/er ground and colognes.
Dörtdivan and Mengen's cheeses.
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ALTERNATİFE TOURISM İN BOLU
Ttakking mount bıkıng ott roaa photo aatarı routoo : 
Ycdigöllcr, Abant, Gölcük, Aladağ, Sarıalan,
Kartalkaya, Seben, Sünnet, Çubuk, Yeniçağa, Sülük, Esentepe

Cliff Parachute
Abant Çepni Hills, Çele Hills.
Ornitology
Yeniçağa, Abant, Yedigöller, Aladağ, Taşlıyayla, Dörtdivan
Botanic Tourism
Yedigöller, Abant, Lakes, l-orests.
IVinter Sports
Kartalkaya, Gerede Arkut Mounts.
Grass Skiing 
Gerede Arkut Mount.
Mountaineering
Köroğlu Mounts, Kartalkaya, Abant, Seben Mounts.
Wafer Sports
Aladağ Lake, Taşlıyayla Lake, Yeniçağa Lake.

- Bolu - Gölcük ■ Aladağ - Sarıalan - Kartalkaya - Köroğlu ■ 
Köroğlu VVaterfalI - Bolu.

- Bolu - Ahanf - Mudurnu - Akkaya • Gölköy - Bolu.
- Bolu - Yedigöller - Mengen ■ Yeniçağa - Bolu.
- Bolu - Sünnet Lake - Çubuk Lake - Göynük.
■ Bolu - Sarıalan - Dörtdivan - Yeniçağa - Gerede - Esentepe 

Arkut Mount - Keçi Castle.
- Mudurnu - Taşkesti - Karamurat Lake - Sülüklü Lake - Mudurnu.
- Seben - Solaklar - Taşlıyayla ■ Kıbrısçık - Karagöl ■ Çeltikdere - 

Muşlar Rouck Houses.
■ Göynük - Çubuk Lake - Sünnet Lake - Mudurnu.
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ACCOMMODATION POSSIBILITIES

BOLU HOTELS
Hotel Name :
L ı ıl 1 ^ ı ili

Hotel 
Class :

Phone N o : 
90.374

Web www. Place :

Abant Palace Hotel * * * * * 224 50 12 taksim ote lcilik.com .tr Abant Lake National Park
Büyük Abant Hotel * * * * * 224 50 33 buyukabantoteli.com Abant Lake National Park
Gazelle Resort Spa * * * * * 262 98 00 gazelleresort.com Karacasu Termal Çenter

Koru Hotel * * * * 22S 22 90 koruhote l.com .tr D.100 Bolu Road
Bolu Soylu Hotel * * * * 222 07 77 soyluotel.com Bolu City Çenter
Bolu Termal Hotel * * * 262 84 72 boluterm alote l.com Karacasu Termal Çenter
Köroğlu Hotel * * * 212 53 46 bolukorogluotel.com .tr Bolu City Çenter
Kaşmir Hotel * * * 215 86 14 otelkasmir.com Bolu City Çenter
1943 Emniyet Hotel * * * 253 45 48 em niyetote l.com Bolu City Çenter
Gaye Hotel * * * 218 20 60 gayeotel.com .tr Bolu City Çenter
Abant Kartalyuvası * * * 237 1150 abantkartalyuvasiotel.com Abant Road 9. km.
Kartal Hotel * * * 234 50 05 karta lote l.com .tr Kartalkaya Ski Çenter
Kaya Palazzo Hotel * * * * 234 51 00 kayatourism .com .tr Kartalkaya Ski Çenter
Grand Kartal Hotel Oberge 234 50 50 grandkartal.com Kartalkaya Ski Çenter
Dorukkaya Resort Oberge 234 50 26 kayatourism .com .tr Kartalkaya Ski Çenter
Golden Key Hotel Oberge 234 50 80 goldenkeyhotels.com Kartalkaya Ski Çenter
Esentepe Hotel * * * 31140 80 hotelsentepe.com Gerede City Çenter
Göynük Hotel * 451 62 78 goynukotel.net Göynük Town Çenter
Abant Aden Hotel Boutiq 222 83 83 abantadenhotel.com Abant Road 9. km.
Bahçeli Köşk Pension 237 1152 abantbahcelikosk.com Abant Road 9. km.
Köroğlu Konağı Pension 218 90 07 koroglukonagi.com Sarıalan Highland
Küçük Kaplıca Termal 262 84 78 bolukaplica.com Karacasu Termal Çenter
Sarot Termal Park Termal 424 50 05 sarottermal.com Sarot Termal Çenter
Von Clup Holiday Village 225 28 70 petroclub.com .tr Abant Road 2. km
Doğal Yaşam Hotel Otel 464 12 01 sunnetgolu.com Sünnet Lake - Göynük
Seben Vegke Pension 41 12 4  27 vegke.com Seben

IMPORTANT PHONES 90.374

Poliçe 155

bulance 112

Gendarme 156

Tourism information 212 22 54

Government 215 37 60

Municipality 215 37 13

University 254 10 00

WEB SITES www.
bolukulturturizm.gov.tr

bolu.gov.tr

bolu.bel.tr

ibu.edu.tr

doganinkalbi.com

tabiatinkalbibolu.com

investinbolu.com
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UUIMT LEAVE VVITHOUT;
Visiting the beautiful lakes, verdant plateaus 

and hiatorical placea,
T d ^ L i r ı g  d e l i p i u u b  l o c a l  s p e c l a l l t l e s ,

Havlng SPA cherapıes,
Skiing in Kartalkaya or Esentepe 
Buying the regional handicrafts.


